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To Ills Excellency, Governor Cjiarles B. Aycock. 

For the information of jour Excellency, of the General 
Assembly, and of the public, we beg to submit a brief report 
of the work of the Historical Commission for the past two 
years and of the work outlined for the future. 

The people of North Carolina are realizing more and more 
every day that it is not safe to trust the future to the control 
of a people who are ignorant of their past ; and that no peo- 
ple who are indifferent to their past need hope to make their 
future great. But even when this lesson is fully realized it 
will be valueless unless steps are taken at the same time to 
preserve the material from which that past is to be made 
intelligible to the present and to the future. To accomplish 
this work the General Assembly of 1903, at the instance of 
the State Literary and Historical Association, created a com- 
mission of five members to be appointed by the Governor to 
collect, edit and publish valuable documents elucidating the 
history of the State. The sum of five hundred ($500) dol- 
lars annually is appropriated by the act to cover the expenses 
of collecting and transcribing such documents, which are 
then to be issued by the State printer as public printing. On 
the 20th of November, 1903, a meeting was held in Warsaw 
and the commission was organized for work by the election 
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of W. J. Peele as chairman and R. D. W. Connor as secre- 
tary. 

Such work as the commission is to do if it be properly 
done will require great care and time. As yet, therefore, 
but little more than a good beginning has been made.. The 
commission has now in press its initial volume, which gives 
a review of the "Historical and Literary Activities in 
North Carolina" during the period from 1900 to 1905. The 
record produced here is one in which the State has good right 
to feel a pride and will appeal forcibly to the patriotism of 
all good citizens. It will be the policy of the commission to 
issue such a volume at the close of every five-year period, giv- 
ing in each a summary and review of the historical and lit- 
erary life of the period covered. The present volume, in addi- 
tion to review of the historical and literary activities of the 
past five years, contains the report of the committee of the 
State Literary and Historical Association appointed to reply 
to the statements of Judge Christian of Virginia, regarding 
North Carolina's part in the War Between the States. This 
committee was assisted in its efforts by the Historical Com- 
mission which defrayed the expenses of two men to visit 
Appomatox battlefield to obtain necessary data for the report 
of the committee. Material for this vohime was compiled 
and edited for the commission by W. J. Peele and Clarence 
H. Poe, secretary of the State Literary and Historical Asso- 
ciation. Under the direction of Col. Fred A. Olds of Raleigh, 
the commission has had made and placed in the Hall of His- 
tory in the State Museum, handsome photographs of DeBry's 
rare and valuable engravings illustrative of early Indian life 
in North Carolina* These pictures are the most nearly per- 
fect illustrations of Indian life before the white man colo- 
nized the continent in existence, and can be utilized to great 
advantage by students of pur early history. Arrangements 
have also been perfected for reprinting the narratives of 



